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Listing of claims: 



Claims 1 - 25 (Canceled) 

26. (twice amena^V-A^ethod-foi^autom payee names received 

from the electronic transfer of financial data into a personal financial management prog 
comprising the steps of: 

receiving a financial statement comprising one or more transaction entries, each 

transaction entry comprising a payee name and a transaction amount; 

displaying a first transaction entry from the financial statement comprising a 
received payee name and an associated transaction amount; 

receiving a user command replacing the received payee name with a preferred 
payee name; 

creating a data structure that comprises including a - r e cord associating th e r e c e iv e d 
payeo name with th e corr e sponding pr e f e rr e d pay ee nam e a dummy payee table 
comprising a dummy field ; 

moving the received payee name to the durnmv field: 

linking the received payee name in the dummy field to the preferred payee name 
in the dummy field: and 

displaying the preferred payee name when invoked. 

automatically-r e placiflg tho roooivod payoo name with the preferred - pay ee nam e 
for e ach occurr e nc e of - th e- r e ceivod payoo namo in tho financial statement; 

rcooiving a aubaoquont olootronio financial otatomont oomprismgon e- or more 
transaction entri e s including th e received payee namo; and 
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automatically ch e cking th e data structur e for tho roo e rd associating the r e c e iv e d 
payee name with the corresponding preferred payoo nam e , rotrioving the corrcspondiftg 
preferred payee nam e , and replacing tho roooivod paye e namo with the corresponding 
preferred payoo namo in oaoh occurr e nGo of tho received payoo namo - in tho subs e qu e nt 
financial s tatem e nt. 

27. (currently amended) The method of claim 26, wherein the data structur e 
comprises : 

an activ e pay ee tabl e- containing a list of r e c e iv e d - payee names; and 

a dummy - payoo table containing a dummy field comprises including deleted 
payee names and a list of active payee names having links to the preferred payee names. 

28. (twice amended) The method of claim 27, further comprising w her e in th e st e p of 
automatically replacing th e rec e iv e d payoo name with th e pr e f e rr e d pay ee namo compricoG the 

automatically storing a r e c e iv e d pay ee nam e- in - a ^ d\immy field in tho dummy 
pay ee tabl e- and orcating a link that points to a pr e f e rr e d pay ee nam e ; an d 



searching the dummy payee table to find an exact match for the received payee 



name. 



29. (previously added) The method of claim 26, further comprising the step of 
reconciling an ending balance in the financial statement with an opening balance in a personal 
data store by: 

comparing the earliest dated transaction in the personal data store to the earliest 
dated transaction in the financial statement to determine whether the earliest dated 
transaction in the personal data store is later than the earliest dated transaction in the 
financial statement; 
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if the earliest dated transaction in the personal data store is not later than the 
earliest dated transaction in the financial statement, then determining whether any of the 
transactions of the financial statement have been downloaded into the personal data store; 

if none of the transactions of the financial statement have been downloaded into 
the personal data store, then calculating a correct beginning balance that is different from 
the opening balance in the personal data store; and 

displaying the correct beginning balance. 



30. (previously amended) The method of claim 29 further comprising the step of 
displaying a prompt indicating that the opening balance has changed to the correct beginning 
balance in the personal data store. 

31. . (previously added) The method of claim 29, wherein the step of determining 
whether any of the transactions of the financial statement have been downloaded into the 
personal data store comprises the steps of: 

comparing the ending balance in the financial statement to the transactions in the 
personal data store to determine whether any transaction date in the personal data store is 
the same as the ending period of the financial statement; 

if so, then identifying any of the transactions of the financial statement having the 
same date as the transactions in the personal data store; and 

if none of the transaction dates in the personal data store are the same as the 
ending period of the financial statement, then locating the closest transaction date in the 
personal data store that occurs before the ending period of the financial statement and 
identifying any of the transactions of the financial statement having one of die transaction 
dates in a range extending between the closest transaction date in the personal data store 
and the earliest dated transaction in the persona] data store. 
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32. (previously added) The method of claim 3 1 , further comprising the steps of: 
downloading the transactions of the financial statement into the personal data 

store; and 

marking the downloaded transactions with a flag to indicate those transactions in 
the personal data store that have been downloaded from the financial statement. 

33, (twice amended) A computer system configured to automatically rename payee 
names received from the electronic transfer of financial data into a personal financial 
management program by performing the steps of: 

receiving a financial statement comprising one or more transaction entries, each 
transaction entry comprising a payee name and a transaction amount; 

displaying a first transaction entry from the financial statement comprising a 
received payee name and an associated transaction amount; 

receiving a user command replacing the received payee name with a preferred 
payee name; 

creating a data structure that comprises including a r e cord associating tho rocoivod 
pny ftft nnmn with tho^iresponding pr e forrod payoo name : an active payee table 
comprising a list of received payee names» and a dummy payee table that comprises a 
dummy field; 

moving the received payee name to the dummy field; 

linking; the received payee name in the dummy field to the preferred payee name 
in the dummy field: and 

displaying the preferred payee name when invoked. 

automatically roplaoing tho received payee nam e with th e pr e f e rr e d pay ee nam e 
for oachoceurronoo of tho receiv e d pay e e nam e in th e financial statem e nt; - 

i 
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v 



g ocoiving a subsequent e loctronio financial statement comprising ono or more 
fr ansaotion entrios including the rece iv ed pay ee nani e ; -aad 

automatically ch e cking the data structure for tho record associating tho receiv e d 
p a yee nam e with the corr e sponding preferred paye e name, retrieving th e correspon ding 
preferred pay ee namo, and replacing th e received pay ee namo with tho corresponding 
proforrod paye e namo in each occurrence of th e- f ee oived pay ee nam e in the subsequent 
financial - statement 

34. (currently amended) The computer system of claim 33, wherein the data structure 
compris e s: - 

an activo payoo table containing a list of rocoivod payee names; and 

a dummy paye e table containing a dummy field comprises including deleted 
payee names and a list of active payee names having links to the preferred payee names. 

35. (twice amended) The computer system of claim 34, further configured to perform 
the step of automatically replacing th e r e o e iv e d ' payoo name with tho - prefoired payee nam e by: 

automatically storing a rec e iv e d paye e nam e in a dummy fi e ld - in tho duna ay 
paye e tabl e and cr e ating - a - tiBk that points - to a pref e rr e d pay ee name; and 

searching the dummy payee table to find an exact match for the received payee 

name. 

36. (previously added) The computer system of claim 33, further configured to 
perform the step of reconciling an ending balance in the first financial statement with an opening 
balance in a personal data store by: 

comparing the earliest dated transaction in the personal data store to the earliest 
dated transaction in the financial statement to determine whether the earliest dated 
transaction in the personal data store is later than the earliest dated transaction in the 
financial statement; 
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if the earliest dated transaction in the personal data store is not later than the 
earliest dated transaction in the financial statement, then determining whether any of the 
transactions of the financial statement have been downloaded into the personal data store; 

if none of the transactions of the financial statement have been downloaded into 
the personal data store, then calculating a correct beginning balance that is different from 
the opening balance in the personal data store; and displaying the correct beginning 



correct beginning balance in the personal data store. 

38, (previously added) The computer system of claim 36, further configured to 
perform the step of determining whether any of the transactions of the financial statement have 
been downloaded into the personal data store by: 

comparing the ending balance in the financial statement to the transactions in the 

personal data store to determine whether any transaction date in the personal data store is 

the same as the ending period of the financial statement; 

if so, then identifying any of the transactions of the financial statement having the 
same date as the transactions in the personal data store; 

and if none of the transaction dates in the personal data store are the same as the 
ending period of the financial statement, then locating the closest transaction date in the 
personal data store that occurs before the ending period of the financial statement and 
identifying any of the transactions of the financial statement having one of the transaction 
dates in a range extending between the closest transaction date in the personal data store 
and the earliest dated transaction in the personal data store. 



balance. 



37. (previously amended) The computer system of claim 36, further configured to 
perform the step of displaying a prompt indicating that the opening balance has changed to the 



i 
i 
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39. (previously added) The computer system of claim 38, further configured to 

perform the steps of: 

downloading the transactions of the financial statement into the personal data 
store; and 

marking the downloaded transactions with a flag to indicate those transactions in 
the personal data store that have been downloaded from the financial statement. 

40, (twice amended) A computer-readable medium on which is stored a computer 
program comprising instructions which, when executed by a computer, perform the steps of: 

receiving a financial statement comprising one or more transaction entries, each 
. transaction entry comprising a payee name and a transaction amount; 

displaying a first transaction entry from the financial statement comprising a 
received payee name and an associated transaction amount; 

receiving a user command replacing the received payee name with a preferred 
payee name; 

creating a data structure comprising i ncluding a r e cord associating the rocoived 
pay ee nam e with th e corr e sponding pr e f e rr e d pay ee nam e : an active payee table that 
comprises a list of received payee names ^ and a dummy pa yee table that comprises a 
dummy field : 

moving the received navee name to the dummy field; 

linking the received payee name in the dummy field to the preferred payee name 
in the dummy field; and 

displaying the preferred payee name when invoked 

automatically r e placing th e r e c e ived payee name with tho - p f ofcrrod payoo namo 
for each occurrenc e- of th e r e ceiv e d pay ee name in th e financial statement; 
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receiving a subsequent - el e ctronic financial statement comprising ono or mor e 
transaction entries including th e received payee names; and 

automatically checking tho data s tructur e for the record associating tho received 
p ayee nam e with the corresponding pr e ferred payoo - nam e , r e trieving tho - oorr e sponding 
proforrod payee name - , and r e placing tho roceiv e d pay o o name with the corrosponcfe g 
proforrcd payee namo in each occurr e nce of the r e c e iv e d payoo name-in th e subs e quent 
financial statem e n t 

41 . (currently amended) The computer-readable medium of claim 40, wherein the 
da t a structure compris e s: 

an activ e pay ee table containing a list of r e c e iv e d pay ee names; and * 

a dummy payoo table containing a dummy field comprises including deleted 
payee names and a list of active payee names having links to the preferred payee name$. 

42. (twice amended) The computer-readable medium of claim 41. further comprising 
whoroin tho stop of automatically r e placing ih e- r ee o iy o d- payco name with th e pr e f e rr e d pay ee 
namo oomprioos: 

automatically - storing a r e c e ived pay ee nam e in a dummy fi e ld in th e dummy 
payoo table and creating a link that points to a pr e f e rr e d pay ee nam e ; and 

searching the dummy payee table to find an exact match for the received payee 

name. 

43. (previously added) The computer-readable medium of claim 40, further 
comprising the step of reconciling an ending balance in the first financial statement with an 
opening balance in a personal data stone by: 

comparing the earliest dated transaction in the personal data store to the earliest . 
dated transaction in the financial statement to determine whether the earliest dated 
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transaction in the personal data store is later than the earliest dated transaction in the 
financial statement; 

if the earliest dated transaction in the personal data store is not later than the 
earliest dated transaction in the financial statement, then determining whether any of the 
transactions of the financial statement have been downloaded into the personal data store; 

if none of the transactions of the financial statement have been downloaded into 
the personal data store, then calculating a correct beginning balance that is different from 
the opening balance in the personal data store; and 

displaying the correct beginning balance. 

44, (previously amended) The computer-readable medium of claim 43, further 
comprising the step of displaying a prompt indicating that the opening balance has changed to 
the correct beginning balance in the personal data store. 

45. (previously added) The computer-readable medium of claim 43, wherein the step 
of determining whether any of the transactions of the financial statement have been downloaded 
into the personal data store comprises: 

comparing the ending balance in the financial statement to the transactions in the 
personal data store to determine whether any transaction date in the personal data store is 
the same as the ending period of the financial statement; 

if so, then identifying any of the transactions of the financial statement having the 
same date as the transactions in the personal data store; and 

if none of the transaction dates in the personal data store are the same as the 
ending period of the financial statement, then locating the closest transaction date in the 
personal data store that occurs before the ending period of the financial statement and 
identifying any of the transactions of the financial statement having one of the transaction 
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dates in a range extending between the closest transaction date in the personal data store 
and the earliest dated transaction in the personal data store. 

46. (previously added) The computer-readable medium of claim 45, further 
comprising the step of: 

downloading the transactions of the financial statement into the personal data 
store; and 

marking the downloaded transactions with a flag to indicate those transactions in 
the personal data store that have been downloaded from the financial statement. 

47. (twice amended) A method for automatically renaming names of payees, 
wherein the names are received from the electronic transfer of financial data into a personal 
financial management program, comprising the steps of: 

storing in a dummy field of a data structure preferred names that ar e e ach associat e d with 
a - lookup nam e; 

receiving a financial statement comprising one or more transaction entries, each 
transaction entry comprising a received name of a transaction entry payee and a transaction 
amoun t, wh e r e in th e r e c e iv e d nam e of a transaction -e ntry payoo uniqu e ly - idontifioG a Ginglo 
payee; 

moving the received name to the dummy field; 

linking the received payee name in the dummy field to the preferred payee name in the 
dummy field: and 

displaying the preferred payee name when invoked. 

for -e actHrPancaotion ontey r using the roooivod name of the transaction entry payee as the 
lookup nam e to d e tarmin e- whothor tho lookup namo has an associated - preferred name in th e data 
structur e , and if so r GubGtituting tho preferred namo of the transaction e ntry pay e e for th e 
r e c e iv e d nam e of - tho transaction entry payoo. 



48. (cancelled) 
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